
WATER IS LIFE.
WE DEFEND IT.

JOIN IN, TURN BLUE!
www.blue-community.net / info@blue-community.net

Water is life. Without water, there is no life.
But even if on July 28, 2020, the 108th Ple-
nary Session of the General Assembly of the
United Nations recognised ithe Human Right
to Water and Sanitation, around one quarter
of the human population on our blue planet
still have no access to clean, safe water.

While millions are struggling to access water,
big international corporations privatise and
commodify water to make profits. Not only
water itself, but also water and sanitation
services and management are taken over and
controlled by private companies. Water to
them is a business, not a human right and
common good.

The Blue Community defends water and sa-
nitation as human right – against pollution
and profiteering. We fight for water as a com-
mon good in public ownership and under pu-
blic control. The access to water and
sanitation has to come first, before any com-
mercial interests by the economy and indu-
stry.

Blue Community Values

1. Recognise the human right to
water and sanitation. Safe drinking
water is a right, not a privilege.

2. Promote publicly financed, owned
and operated water and wastewa-
ter services.

3. Promote safe public drinking water
everywhere to end the need for
bottled water.

Based on these three core principles, additio-
nal principles can be added by each Blue
Community.



Access to water and sanitation
Water makes headlines. Whether it's droughts or
floods, species extinction or food shortages, it's all
about our water, its distribution, and the access to
it. Water is a major, indeed overriding, issue that
will determine our fate. Will our home, the blue pla-
net, stay blue? Will there be enough clean drinking
water - for everyone, everywhere? Faced with such
questions, one might become fearful and anxious.

The Blue Communities are not waiting and hoping
for big politics, for international conferences to fi-
nally tackle the problem seriously. Nor do we want
to despair and be content with saving a little water
in our own homes by taking shorter showers and
turning off the tap when it's not needed. Blue Com-
munities are a collective effort to be part of the so-
lution. We act together, make our Blue Community
a place of water wisdom, get involved as institutions
and organisations - and achieve more than a few
big conferences and many small actions. We act and
show that this is possible everywhere, that everyone
can become a Blue Community.

Turn blue and join in!
There are many good reasons to become a Blue
Community. These include not only a shared inte-
rest and commitment to our water. The Blue Com-
munity also offers a platform to present yourself, to
publicize your activities on water beyond your own
sphere of influence, to find like-minded people in
other institutions and to reach out to experts. The
Blue Community Network operates its own interna-
tional website and social media channels through
which all Blue Communities can present themsel-
ves. “Do good and talk about it” could be a slogan
for the Blue Community.

To become a Blue Community and join the global
network

1. take the decision in the institution/organisation

2. send us your commitment (form for the online
self-declaration available on the website)

3. receive the certificate as a Blue Community

4. realize your activities, communicate your success,
exchange with other Blue Communities, contribute
and get supported.

The Blue Community
The Blue Community is not an organization, an as-
sociation, or an institution. The Blue Community is
a global network of many different institutions and
organizations, including towns and villages, univer-
sities and schools, businesses and NGOs, religious
organizations, and trade unions, even a museum
and a youth radio station. Based on the core values
and principles of the Blue Community, they have joi-
ned the Blue Community network with a self-decla-
ration (commitment) to promote the human right to
water and sanitation and to oppose the privatiza-
tion, commodification and commercialization of
water and its services. Blue Communities work with
governments, politicians, experts, journalists, and
activists to ensure water justice for all. The Blue
Community network supports the individual Blue
Communities in these endeavors, facilitates contacts
between them and facilitates exchange and coope-
ration. Blue Ambassadors all around the world sup-
port and promote the work of the Blue Community.
Blue Ambassadors are eminent experts, scientists,
journalists, etc. in the field of water and sanitation.



Blue Communities are cities and villages, universi-
ties and schools, companies and NGO, faith-based
organisations and trade unions, etc. Based on the
core values and principles of the Blue Community,
they joined the Blue Community Network with a

self-declaration (commitment) to promote the
human right to water and sanitation and to oppose
privatization and commodification of water and its
services.

To facilitate exchange and cooperation, Blue Communities are networking nationally/regionally
in Chapters and by type of organization in Clusters.

The Global Blue Community Network

July 2026 Blue Cities Universities Schools Services Faith NGO/CBO Companies Total
America-N 53 9 15 0 3 8 1 89
America-L 3 2 1 1 - 3 - 10
Africa 10 - - 1 2 42 1 56
Asia - - - - - 22 1 23
Europe 32 9 2 11 28 13 5 100
MENA - 1 - 1 - - - 2
Total 98 21 18 14 33 88 8 280

Chapters (Blue Community Regions)
America-North: Canada & USA
America-Latina: Mexico, all Central and South Ame-

rica
Africa: 4 regions (Eastern Africa, French Western

Africa, English Western & Central Africa, Southern
Africa)

Asia: Asia (mostly South Asia: Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka)

Europe: Countries in the Council of Europe except
Russia and Belorussia

MENA: Middle East and North Africa

Clusters (Blue Community Typology)
Blue Cities: including Regions, Municipalities, Villages
Blue Universities: Institutions of Tertiary (Higher)

Education such as Universities, High Schools etc.
Blue Schools: Pre-Schools, Schools of Primary and

Secondary Education
Blue Services: Public Water and Wastewater Services

and their Professional Associations
Blue Faith: Parishes and faith-based organisations
Blue NGO: Civil society structures such as labour unions,

community-based organisations, development co-
operation, etc.

Blue Companies: private companies and enterprises



BLUE CHAPTERS

The Blue Community in the Americas
The Blue Community in Europe

The Blue Community Africa
The Blue Community South Asia

The Blue Community MENA Region



The Blue Community in the Americas
Blue Community
Canada
The Blue Community Canada,
the very heart of the Blue Com-
munity movement, is hosted
and coordinated by the Council
of Canadians.

It includes some 50 municipali-
ties, 10 universities, 15 schools,
parishes, a labour-union and
other organizations and institu-
tions.

Blue Communities USA
In the US, the cities of Los An-
geles and Northampton, Mas-
sachusetts, have committed to
the Blue Community pledges.
Ahead of World Water Day
2026, the US-based non-profit
company Blue Filter joined the
Blue Community.

Blue Community
America Latina
The Blue Community move-
ment in Latin America has a
long history, dating back over
10 years. Some of the most si-
gnificant battles for the human
right to water and sanitation
have been fought in South
America and continue to be.

End of August 2025, the Blue
University of PUCPR (Pontifical
Catholic University of Paraná,
Brazil), led by Professor Elias
Wolff and his team from the
“Water Committee – PUCPR”
took on the Blue Community
coordination role for Latin Ame-
rica, with the goal of engaging
more universities, as well as
municipalities, churches, and
NGOs in the network.

blue-community.net/go/n-america/

blue-community.net/go/latam/



The Blue Community in Europe
In September 2013, the Blue Community sprang
over from Canada to Europe, when Maude Barlow,
Chairperson of the Council of Canadians and co-
founder of the Blue Community visited Switzerland
for a big conference. In the meantime, there are
some 100 Blue Communities in Europe, from cities
and villages to universities and schools, public water
services and their associations, parishes, NGO etc.

Some European countries with a higher number of
Blue Communities have their own national chapter
and coordination: Germany, Italy, Spain, and Swit-
zerland.

Other European countries with Blue Communities
include Belgium, France, Greece, The Netherlands,
and the United Kingdom.

blue-community.net/go/europe/



The Blue Community on the African continent
started on May 1, 2024, with three organisations.
Since then, the Blue Community Chapter Africa has
grown rapidly, gaining new partners in countries
across the continent.

Until summer 2025, Reverend Kolade Fadahunsi ser-
ved as coordinator for the Blue Community Africa.

In July 2025, Blue Community Africa discussed and
agreed on a structure with sub-chapters by region,
each with their own coordination, in order to re-
spond to the network’s rapid growth and allow for
further development. Along with the new structure
came a new coordination team.

blue-community.net/go/africa/

The Blue Community Africa

Regional Coordination
Umo Isua-Ikoh from the Peace
Point Development Foundation
PPDF in Nigeria assumed the
role of coordinator for the Blue
Communities in the English spea-
king countries of Western and
Central Africa. This is mainly
Nigeria, but it includes the Blue
Community in Sierra Leone and
it covers the countries of Ghana,
Liberia, Gambia and Guinea-
Bissau.

Sir Charles Chitechi from the
Water Sector Workers Associa-
tion of Kenya WASWAK took the
mandate as coordinator for the
Blue Communities in Eastern
Africa, mainly in Kenya, Uganda,
and Tanzania, but covering also
the countries of Ethiopia, Soma-
lia, South Sudan, Malawi, Zambia
and Zimbabwe.

Souleymane Guindo from the
Blue Community Réseau Ecole
RadioChico in Mali and neighbou-
ring countries coordinates the
Blue Communities in the French-
speaking part of Africa. These
countries include Mali, Burkina
Faso, the Ivory Coast, Guinea,
Togo, Benin, Senegal, Maurita-
nia, Niger, Chad, Cameroon and
the Central African Republic,
among others.



Asia is a huge continent, and the water crisis is ha-
ving a severe impact on it and most of its countries.
Many organisations and institutions have been ad-
dressing the issue for years.

The Blue Community took off in this part of the
world only in January 2025, with a first organisation
joining from Central Asia.

The Blue Community in South Asia started with a
first partner in Pakistan, in spring 2025. Since then,
the number of Blue Communities has grown rapidly,
particularly in India.

In order to address this rapid growth, the Blue Com-
munity South Asia Coordination Committee was set
up by the end of May 2026.

The Blue Community South Asia

Members of the Coordination Committee:
Samir Kumar
Government Interaction Head
Founder & CEO MBR Mayurbhanj Biological Re-
search
+91-7978825797
samir@blue-community.net

Padmalochan Bagh
Social Media Promotion Head
Event Management Head
Founder-Director Save Water and Safe Water
Foundation
+91 90529 09910
padman@blue-community.net

Sreelakshmi Panigrahi
NGO Coordination Head
Outreach & Membership Head
Vice Chairperson Indian Society for Rural Develop-
ment (ISRD)
+91 95736 89061
sreelakshmi@blue-community.net

Madhukar Swayambhu
Academic Coordination & Head Secretary
Co-Founder & Research Head of Vaidic Srijan LLP
+91 96506 67668
swayambhu@blue-community.net

blue-community.net/go/s-asia/



MENA (the Middle East and North Africa) is a region
that spans two continents and unites mainly Arabic
countries.

The Arab Countries Water Utilities Association
ACWUA, with 106 members in 18 countries, was
the first Blue Community in this region and was de-
signated as such on 2 May 2026.

However, the Blue Community had already made its
first approach to the region shortly before this, with
Blue Community Ambassador Salah El Sadi and his
Blue Filter company working in Gaza, Palestine.

On 14 June, 2026, the Middle Technical Univer-
sity in Baghdad, Iraq, joined the Blue Commu-
nity as the first university in the MENA region.

Since end of June 2026, Ibrahim Al-Qadhi serves as
a volunteer representative and catalyst to support
growth and regional cooperation in the MENA re-
gion (see here).

We look forward to the Blue Community Chapter
MENA spreading and developing, and we invite in-
stitutions and organisations from the region to join
our global network.

The Blue Community MENA Region

Ibrahim Abdulraheem Al-Qadhi
Regional Representative | Blue Community -
Middle East and North Africa

Mobile: +967 777520276
ibrahim.alqadhi@blue-community.net
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ibrahim-al-qadhi-/

For more information:
blue-community.net/go/mena

Since end of June 2026, Ibrahim Al-Qadhi serves as a volunteer representative and catalyst to
support growth and regional cooperation in the MENA region.



BLUE CLUSTERS

BLUE CITIES
BLUE UNIVERSITIES

BLUE SCHOOLS
BLUE FAITH / CHURCHES

BLUE SERVICES & ASSOCIATIONS
BLUE NGO

BLUE COMPANIES



By mid July 2026, there are 96 Blue Cities
worldwide. This includes big metropols like
Barcelona, Berlin, Hamburg, Los Angeles,
Paris, or Vancouver, but also small municipa-
lities and villages.

AFRICA

uMlalazi, South Afric - Kati, Mali - Merina Dakhar,
Senegal - Keur Mor Ndiaye, Senegal - Villages of
Telly, Walia, Ende, Kani-Kombolé, Dorodo and Bara-
pira in Mali’s Dogonland

AMERICAS

CANADA: Ajax, ON - Amqui, QC - Bayfield, ON -
Burnaby, B.C. - Candiac, Québec - Comox, B.C. -
Cornwall, Prince Edward Island - Cumberland, B.C.
- Danville, Quebec - Kingston, Ontario Fall - Laval-
trie, Quebec - Le Domaine-du-Roy Regional County
Municipality, Quebec (7 communities)- London, On-
tario - Lunenburg District, NS - Mandeville, Quebec
- Montreal, Quebec - Nanaimo, B.C. - Niagara Falls,
ON - Nicolet, Quebec - North Grenville, Ontario -
North Vancouver, B.C. - Oka, Quebec - Plessisville,
Quebec - Prévost, Quebec - Richmond, Quebec - Ri-
vière-du-Loup, Quebec - Roberval, Quebec - Saint-
Alexis-des-Monts, Quebec - Saint-Cléophas-de-
Brandon, Québec - Saint-Élie-de-Caxton, Québec -
Saint-Félix-de-Kingsey, Quebec - Saint-Félix-de-
Valois, Quebec - Saint-François-de-Sales, Quebec -

Saint-Fulgence, Quebec - Saint-Gabriel, Quebec -
Saint-Paulin, Quebec - St. Catharines, ON - Strat-
ford, Prince Edward Island - Tay Township, ON -
Thorold, ON - Thunder Bay, ON - Tiny Township, ON
- Trois-Rivières, Quebec - Tsal’alh, St’át’imc Terri-
tory -Vancouver, B.C. - Victoria, B.C. - Victoriaville,
Quebec - Welland, ON.

U.S.A.: Northampton, Massachusetts - Los Ange-
les, California

SOUTH AMERICA: Cambuquira, Minas Gerais,
Brazil - lto Beni and Palos Blancos, Bolivia

EUROPE

GERMANY: Augsburg - Berlin - Biedenkopf - Büdin-
gen - Freiburg im Breisgau - Hamburg - Kempten -
Landsberg am Lech (city and district) - Marburg -
München - Neustreliz

SPAIN: Barcelona - Cádiz - Javea - Medina Sidonia
- Mòstoles

SWITZERLAND: Bern - Dietikon - Effingen - Gos-
sau - Hornussen - Neuenburg/Neuchatel - St. Gal-
len.

OTHER CITIES IN EUROPE: Amsterdam, The
Netherlands - Brussels-Capital Region, Belgium -
Paris, France - Thermaikos, Greece - Thessaloniki,
Greece.

Blue Cities (Regions, Municipalities, Villages)



Since the University of Bern, the capital of
Switzerland, became a Blue Community as
the worldwide first university in September
2013, many other universities and colleges
have joined.

BLUE UNIVERSITIES BY COUNTRY

BELGIUM: UCLouvain, Saint-Louis Brussels

BRASIL: Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Paraná
/ Universidade Federal de Lavras

CANADA: Huron College and Brescia College, Uni-
versity of Western Ontario / McGill University, Mont-
real / St. Michael’s College / Regis College / Victoria
College, University of Toronto /St. Paul University,
Ottawa / Cegep de Saint-Jérôme, Québec / York
University, Toronto.

GERMANY: Philipps-Universität, Marburg

IRAQ: Middle Technical University, Baghdad

SPAIN: Universidad de Leon

SWITZERLAND: University of Bern / University of
St. Gallen / St. Gallen University of Teacher Educa-
tion / OST, Eastern Switzerland University of Applied
Sciences / University of Applied Sciences of the Gri-
sons / University of Zurich / Eawag, the Swiss Fe-
deral Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology.

“A Universidade e a Justiça das Águas”

The Brazilian Blue University PUCPR – Pontifícia Uni-
versidade Católica do Paraná, together with friends
and partners from other universities, produced a
book on Blue Universities. It was launched for World
Water Day 2026 with an online event on 23 March.

Symposium @ OST: Water connects

The 2nd Interdisciplinary Symposium on World
Water Day, organized by the Swiss Blue Universty
OST, provided a platform for exchange. Around 100
water experts from politics, business, research, and
associations met to discuss opportunities for sustai-
nable water management.

BLUE UNIVERSITIES IN PRACTICE

How do universities implement the principles to
which they have committed as Blue University? Here
are some concrete examples from university prac-
tice.

Since the first international Blue University ex-
change on October 23, 2023, Blue Universities meet
regularly twice a year for an online meeting.

For more information, see here:

blue-community.net/go/university/

Blue Universities



The global Blue Community network also in-
cludes first schools, the Blue Schools.

The Wolfgang-Ernst-Gymnasium in Büdingen, Ger-
many, became the first Blue School in 2022.

In June 2023, Blue Community co-founder Maude
Barlow could welcome an elementary school in Ot-
tawa, Canada, with the Blue Community award. It is
committed to the following principles:
1. to teach the protection of our water
2. recognize the human right to water and sanita-

tion
3. prohibit the sale of bottled water on school

grounds

End of August 2024, the Council of Canadians and
Maude Barlow launched the Project Blue Commu-
nity Schools and a brand-new project website.

In May 2025, the Janusz Korczak School in Alten-
stadt followed as second Blue School in Germany.

In 2025, the Nordic International School in Lima,
Peru, became a Blue School.

The Blue Community Switzerland and other Blue
Communities also started working with schools and
on a school cluster.

Make a Splash! Turn Your School Blue

blue-community.net/go/schools/

Blue Schools



The Blue Community cluster of faith-based
organisations, parishes etc. is hosted at the
Ecumenical Water Network of the World
Council of Churches WWC.

In addition to the WCC acting as a global Blue Com-
munity/Blue Church, individual parishes and faith-
based organisations have also taken the Blue
Community pledge.

Africa
Ecumenical Water Network Africa EWNA
Eglise du Christ au Congo (ECC)

Canada
Federation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Canada
Sisters of Mercy of Newfoundland
Anglican Church, Diocese of Ontario (14 parishes)

Switzerland
Reformed Church of Zurich
Evangelisch-reformierte Kirchgemeinde Winterthur-
Wülflingen
Oekumenische Akademie
deutschsprachige evangelisch-reformierte Kirchbe-
meinde Biel
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Solothurn
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Grenchen-Bettlach
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Diessbach
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Spiez
Kirchgemeinde reformierte Kirche Thun

Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Kirchdorf
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Kirchenthurnen
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Zollikofen
Katholische Kirchgemeinde St. Franziskus Zollikofen
Kirchgemeinde Muri-Gümligen
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Petrus
Evangelisch-reformierte Kirche Schweiz EKS
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Bümpliz
Haus der Kirche – Reformierte Kirchen Bern-Jura-
Solothurn
aki- Katholische Hochschulseelsorge
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Bethlehem
Kirchgemeindehaus Johannes
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Nydegg
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Dietikon
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Schlieren
Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Weiningen

Blue Faith Communities



Blue Services & Associations
Blue Services are public water utilities and
their respective associations.

AFRICA
WASWAK Water Sector Workers Association of Kenya

AMERICAS
Tasco, Asociación de Acueductos Comunitarios ASO-
ACCTASCO

EUROPE
Spain
AEOPAS Asociación Española de Operadores Públi-
cos de Abastecimiento y Saneamiento
Giahsa water company Huelva
Aguas Sierra de Cádiz
Germany
Stadtwerke Büdingen
Greece
EYATH S.A.
Switzerland
Seeländische Wasserversorgung SWG
Stadtwerke Wetzikon
VaLoo
VSA Verband Schweizer Abwasser- und Gewässer-
schutzfachleute
The Netherlands
World Waternet

MENA (Middle East and North Africa)
ACWUA Arab Countries Water Utilities Association

The Blue Community is open to welcome
more public water and wastewater utilities.
We hope to see this cluster grow.

The latest: ACWUA
The Arab Countries Water Utilities Association
ACWUA, with 106 members in 18 countries, was
the first Blue Community in this region and was
designated as such on 2 May 2026. ACWUA is
registered as a Non-Governmental & Non-profit
organization, and hosted by the Government of
Jordan / Ministry of Water & Irrigation. ACWUA
has been officially established in 2009 in Amman,
Jordan.

Eng. Khaldon Khashman, Secretary General of
ACWUA, and member of the Strategic Advisory
Group for the UN Water monitoring the achieve-
ments of SDG6, declares:

«By becoming a Blue Community and joining the
global network, we expect to engage in meaning-
ful collaboration, share regional experiences and
best practices, and contribute to global dialogue
on water governance and resilience. At the same
time, we aim to support the expansion of Blue
Community values in our region by raising awa-
reness, facilitating partnerships, and integrating
these principles into our training programs, policy
dialogues, and capacity-building initiatives.»



Blue NGO (Civil Society Organisations)
Blue NGOs include a wide range of smaller
and bigger civil society structures, from
water and human rights organisations to
labour unions, radio stations and journalist
organisations, a museum, informal schools,
etc.

With 88 Blue NGO (mid July 2026), these civil so-
ciety structures are a cornerstone of the global Blue
Community Network. Often, like in Africa or Asia,

they are the basement the Blue Community can
build on and the promotors for further development,
involving and engaging with public institutions and
municipalities.

Any NGO can become a Blue Community by
taking the Blue Community Pledge and im-
plementing it in their daily work.

blue-community.net/go/ngo/



GLOBAL CALL:
HRWatSan2026
The Human Rights to Water and Sanitation –

in every constitution and with binding legal regulations

On 28 July 2010, the General Assembly of the United Nations accepted
the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation by adopting Resolution 64/292.

After 16 years, it is time for states to comply.
We must transition from recognition to realization.

In order for the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation to be effective,
they must become a political priority and be written into every constitution.

We call on all states to amend their constitution
to include the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation, and to

enact laws and bylaws to implement and enforce these rights.

ADD YOUR VOICE AND MAKE THE GLOBAL CALL
HRWATSAN2026 BEING HEARD:

blue-community.net/hrwatsan26



JOIN IN, TURN BLUE!
www.blue-community.net / info@blue-community.net

Safe drinking Water is
a human right and not a privilege
Water makes headlines. Whether it's
droughts or floods, species extinction or
food shortages, it's all about our water,
its distribution, and the access to it.
Water is a major, indeed overriding,
issue that will determine our fate. Will
our home, the blue planet, stay blue?
Will there be enough clean drinking
water - for everyone, everywhere?
Faced with such questions, one might
become fearful and anxious.
The Blue Communities are not waiting
and hoping for big politics, for interna-
tional conferences to finally tackle the
problem seriously.
Nor do we want to despair and be con-
tent with saving a little water in our
own homes by taking shorter showers
and turning off the tap when it's not
needed.
Blue Communities are a collective effort
to be part of the solution. We act toget-
her, make our Blue Community a place
of water wisdom, get involved as insti-
tutions and organisations - and achieve
more than a few big conferences and
many small actions.
We act and show that this is possible
everywhere, that everyone can become
a Blue Community.


