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Launched by the UNCCD COP16 Presidency, The Kingdom of Saudi Arabiaq,
the Riyadh Action Agenda is the first of its kind in the UNCCD.

A pioneering global platform mobilizing
to achieve land degradation neutrality and
meet global drought & water resilience targets by 2030.



Translating global
commitments into action
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By 2030, t:
The Riyadh Action Agenda mobilizes y ' 1L

public, private and community actors Conserve and restore 1.5 billion

behind state commitments for land and Ty opqgaded land, IngREiig
. restoring 250 million ha of
drought resilience.

degraded agricultural land

Unleashes the power of shared goals by: Boost drought and water
resilience protecting 30% of

-» Demonstrating momentum in the real lands andinlGadiGtars

economy.
> Driving greater ambition : Mobilize US$2.1 trillion in global
-> Showcasing results that increase Y =~ investmentstowards these
whole-of-society confidence to drive positive
impact.

To accelerate practical solutions, that are socially,
environmentally and economically beneficial for all.




Enhancing alignment among the
UNCCD non-state actors ecosystem.

The UNCCD process is rich with ambition.

The Land & Soil Breakthroughs build on this momentum, bringing together aligned
and coordinated non-state actors to accelerate real-world solutions for land
restoration and drought resilience alongside national commitments.

They complement the formal UNCCD process, providing a common framework to
aggregate non-state actor commitments, reduce overlap, and make collective
progress visible and investable - channeling the energy of actors who are ready to
act now.



Land & Soil
Breakthroughs

, through a
participatory process.
from diverse actors
around common goals and roadmaps.
to
accelerate progress towards overarching global
goals (i.e. 2030 Breakthroughs; Sharm El-Sheikh
Adaptation Agenda).
, building on existing initiatives
with targets and commitments for coordinated

impact (incl. Bonn Challenge, Freshwater Challenge,
Peatland Breakthrough, RGDRP, RAIZ).

to
support UNCCD processes.
, connecting Action
Agendas via shared roadmaps & messaging.

Connecting and elevating
ongoing initiatives across
diverse themes and scales.
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https://www.climatechampions.net/frameworks/breakthroughs/
https://www.climatechampions.net/frameworks/sharm-el-sheikh-adaptation-agenda/
https://www.climatechampions.net/frameworks/sharm-el-sheikh-adaptation-agenda/
https://www.bonnchallenge.org/
https://www.freshwaterchallenge.org/
https://www.wetlands.org/the-peatland-breakthrough/
https://www.unccd.int/our-work/flagship-initiatives/riyadh-global-drought-resilience-partnership
https://www.fao.org/food-agriculture-sustainable-transformation-partnership/flagship-programmes/raiz/about-raiz/en
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Land Conservation & Restoration Breakthroughs

Overarching | Breakthrough (2030)*
goals
& Land 400-600 million hectares of degraded rangelands, grasslands and savannahs

Conservation &
Restoration
Restore 1.5 billion
ha of degraded
land (12 million ha
annually);
conserve 30% of
land (45 million
ha annually) and
inland waters.

(10-15% of ) under restoration, rehabilitation,

conservation, or improved management [[J[\[e/esXc KoMUY FIF W

Secure tenure rights for frontline actors, benefitting thousands of IPs and LCs,

women, and youth, who steward & manage over 38 million km2 of land [zl
Under development by ILC and others]

Local authorities establishing and adopting frameworks strengthening urban-rural

linkages and promoting integrated land use and territorial planning [[NEAVSel
Agenda - Under review]

Mobilize USD 155 billion in public, private, and blended finance for the conservation,
restoration, rehabilitation, and sustainable management of rangelands,

grosslands, lo[gle Bte)¥elalalela¥Y[EL D & Rangelands Flagship Initiative - Under review]

Scaling STI (means of implementation) for restoration

Bring 350 million hectares of deforested and degraded landscapes into restoration

[Bonn Challenge - Existing]


https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/GLO%20rangelands%20full.pdf

Agriculture & Food systems Breakthroughs

Overarching | Breakthrough (2030)*
goal(s)

Transition 250 million hectares of degraded farmland to sustainable land
\= Agriculture & management practices without conversion of pristine ecosystems and
Food Systems landscapes
Reverse the
degradation of 250 | Accelerate the adoption of agroecological, regenerative and sustainable
million ha of agriculture [50% of food globally is produced through sustainable
degraded (oo [gle(V]} (V] y=N ol gelas (=) Breakthrough Agenda - Existing]
agricultural
landscapes. Mobilize USD 105 billion in public, private, and blended finance for the

restoration of degraded farmland and USD 250 billion for shifting global
food systems from conventional to regenerative practices.

Secure land and resource tenure rights for smallholder farmers, Indigenous
Peoples, pastoralists, women, youth and other local land stewards [{[Refelyts!

others - Under development]
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Drought & Water Resilience Breakthroughs

Overarching | Breakthrough (2030)*

goals

& Drought & Ecosystem-Centred Water Security & Land-Water System Resilience in
Water Resilience | [20-50] priority basins

Enf.nfmce drought | |ntegrated Drought-Risk & Anticipatory Action Systems covering [100-300
resilience for at million] people in drought-prone regions

least 500 million

people in rural,
peri-urban, and
urban areas.

Mobilize USD 12+ billion of public, private, and blended finance for drought

(=S LITEITS=R[RGDRP - Existing]

Restore 300,000 kilometers of degraded rivers and 350 million hectares of

degroded W31 lelale[J[Freshwater Challenge - Existing]

%" Rio Synergies
(cross-cutting)

30 million hectares of peatlands rewetted and under restoration [[ZZilht!
Breakthrough - Rxisting]

Synergies enhanced across the Rio Conventions to support real-economy
lolei {e]gJ[ TBD - to be embedded across Breakthroughs]




Coordinated
collaborative design

~15 (proposed) Land & Soil Breakthroughs

1Technical Working Group

Review progress, strengthen coherence across
Breakthroughs, and promote alignment,
transparency, and knowledge-sharing.

4 thematic coalitions:

Grasslands, Savannas and Rangelands
Agriculture & Food Systems

Drought & Water Resilience
Urban-Rural Linkages

+ Financing Land Conservation & Restoration
(ad-hoc)




Land & Soil

Breakthrough Coalitions P——
Co-design the Land & Soil
Breakthrough
Consolidate evidence
e Elevate existing initiatives and priorities Identify gaps
through COP17 and Rio Convention processes Co-develop ajoint
e Strengthen shared messaging, targets, and knowledge product

investment narratives
e Increase visibility of non-state actor
contributions Align with global processes
e Identify synergies and opportunities for

Expand the coalition

collaboration
e Support fundraising, partnerships, and
collective impact




Breakthrough
Codalitions Status

Coalition Last update (as of June 2026) # partners
Grasslands, 2nd meeting held on June 18th. ~19
Savannahs & Exploring joint plans for COP17 &
Rangelands refining knowledge product
Urban-rural Partial kick-off meeting held on April ~7
linkages 23rd. Currently working to share the

1st draft of the knowledge product.
Drought & water | Kick-off meeting held on May 5th ~17
resilience and 8th. Currently finalizing two

knowledge products.
Agriculture & Kick-off meeting held on May 21st. ~20

food systems

Currently finalizing the knowledge
product.

Financing land
conservation &
restoration
(ad-hoc)

1st meeting held on April 2nd;
bilateral coordination w/ partners to
integrate finance across knowledge
products




Land & Soil Coalitions
Horizon

A brief document, based on a series of
BT Coadlitions thematic knowledge
products, that makes a compelling case
for collaborative action to advance the
BTs and support their socialization
across key audiences.

Grasslands, Savannahs and Rangelands

Drought & Water Resilience
Ecosystem-based Land-Water
System
Integrated Drought-Risk and
Anticipatory Action Systems

Agriculture & Food Systems

Urban-Rural Linkages

Financing Land Restoration (ad-hoc)



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nXvTodkUTWV47wkV0xRVy33bq10iG1-PiOIO9zKqXJc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QS0lh8c9ZgxmIE4ppnBxVXEa_aEs3U-O/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113639831029342473660&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QS0lh8c9ZgxmIE4ppnBxVXEa_aEs3U-O/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113639831029342473660&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v0xQPiAe4Uxi40qTf_BEzkAbe-AHhQXk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113639831029342473660&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v0xQPiAe4Uxi40qTf_BEzkAbe-AHhQXk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113639831029342473660&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/106g2erfXPSznwchiBe2B1H0fj9_eXC2A/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=113639831029342473660&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dgVrdijpWmY6HGssWINWedl79Hb9GCtr/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103709252516094267062&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11qLNYprLHTyMmJMCngmCLtOMFpO1HuLz8tkYGv4ec6g/edit?usp=drive_link

Process Overview

Framework

Preparation &

Scoping

Socialize and refine

Land & Soil

Breakthroughs

through consultations,

mapping key

stakeholders, and

consolidating priority

areas.

o )

Evidence & Design
Refinement
Strengthen the
evidence base, clarify
scope and

implementation logic,
define coalition
arrangements, and
explore options for
knowledge product(s).

Coalition

Building

Convening partners to
set milestones,
strengthening
governance,
identifying innovative
financing pipelines,
developing knowledge
product(s), & agreeing
on common indicators

Scaling & accountability

e Endorsement of delivery pathways & accountability
frameworks by broader ecosystem

e Leveraging existing and new partnerships, including via
other Rio processes

e Strengthened implementation through continued
knowledge sharing and capacity building via regional and
national networks (feedback loops)

Formalization & Delivery
Securing partner
endorsements, launching
early examples to
demonstrate feasibility,
establishing monitoring
arrangements, and
mobilizing initial catalytic
finance.




COP17 and post-launch
Stages 4-5

Jun-Jul 2026 | Knowledge Product Finalization

e First draft for coalition review

e Integrate feedback & finalize content

e World Day to Combat Desertification engagement

Aug 2026 | UNCCD COP17

e Launch Land & Soil BTs framework

e Validate refined coalition-led knowledge products
& implementation pathways in 2-3
multi-stakeholder dialogues with RAA Community

e Codlition-led side events

Sep-Dec 2026 | Implementation & Scaling

e Continued socialization & endorsement outreach

e Roll-out of post-COP17 implementation roadmap

e Early delivery actions, pilot landscapes & finance
mobilization




Monday

17 August

WEEK 1

00

The imperative to finance
landscape and territorial
scale governance to
achieve multiple
policy-action goals

18:00 - 19:30 | MET-01

UNU-IAS, IPSI,
EcoAgriculture Partners,
1000 Landscapes for a
Billion People Initiative,
CGIAR, UNDP, Yolda
Initiative, Ambition Loop

LEGEND
0 Agriculture & Food Grasslands &
Systems Coolition Rangelands Coalition
relevant relevant

RAA Co-Organized / Co-Led Side Events at UNCCD COP17

CONFIRMED AND ADDITIONAL SIDE EVENTS & MULTI-STAKEHOLDER DIALOGUES

Tuesday
18 August

WEEK 1

00

LAUNCH EVENT:
Land & Soil Platform
09:00 - 10:20
KSA Pavilion

Ambition Loop,
COP16 Presidency

Friday Saturday-Sunday
21 August 22-23 August

WEEK 1 MID-COP17 FIELD TRIP
AND CONFERENCE

00

From Field to Finance
and Policy: Soil Data
and Evidence for

00

Landscapes of Life: A nature-
positive global agenda to
protect, manage and restore

Land i land: L

g

18:00 - 19:30 | MET-03 andrangelands

GAasH WWF, FAO, SFA, BirdLife, ILRI,
CGIAR, IUCN, RSPB, Wildlife
Conservation Society, 4 per 1000
ative, CIAT, RSC, Rewilding,
0 CA4SH, CIFOR-ICRAF, TNC,
ILC, American Prairie, YPARD,
IYRP Global Alliance

Mayors Forum Local
Leadership for Land
Resilience: Cities
Advancing Sustainable

u This event will be held in
Futures

Gorkhi-Terelj National Park,

08:30 - 16:30, Mongolia.

reception to follow

TBD (Blue Zone) Mid-COP17 Field Trip
and Conference
UN-Habitat, ICLEI,
UCLG, UNCCD

Drought & water
resliience coalition

relevant

Monday
24 August

FINANCE DAY

00

From Commitment to Capital:
Financing Resilient Grasslands,
Savannahs and Rangelands for
People, Nature and Climate
10:30 - 12:00 | MET-05
WWEF, IUCN

o

LAUNCH EVENT & NETWORKING:
Land & Soil Breakthroughs
of the RAA
12:00 (TBD)
COP16 or MGl Pavilion

Financing land Urban-rural finkages
conservation coalition coalition relevant

relevant

Tuesday
25 August

WATER DAY

00

Spotlight on Carbon Health of
Global Rangelands: Applications
of novel ecosystem assessments

to support public and private

sector land management
10:30 ~ 12:00 | MET-03
Woodwell Climate Research Center,
TNC, Ambition Loop, RAA

09

Grasslands and
Rangelands Coalition MSD
12:30 - 14:00 (TBD)
KSA Pavilion

000

The Rangelands-Drought Nexus:
Unlocking Co-Benefi

El
Integrated and Inclusive Land
Governance
18:00 - 19:30 | MET-31
Drought & Water Resilience
Coalition + GEF & Global
Landscapes Forum

m Soil Health Leadership Dinner
19:00 - 22:00
Jade Hall at the Blue Sky Hotel
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
cAdsH
0 Rio Synergies in Action: Exploring
how to further integrate the
thematic RAA Breakthrough
Coalitions at a landscape scale
(TBD)
KSA Pavilion

Other coalition

relevant

=

Wednesday
26 August

LAND & PEOPLE DAY

o .

Practice: Mobility as a Pathway
to Climate Adaptation and
Resilience
10:30 - 12:00 | MET-05
ILC / WRI / GIZ / AUDA-NEPAD /
Ambition Loop

o

From Flows to Action: Governing
Urban-Rural Linkages for
Land and People
11:30 - 13:00 | Action Dome (TBD)
UN-Habitat, ICLEI, UCLG, C40

00

Recognising People’s Rights
for Restoration: Advancing
UNCCD’s Land Tenure Agenda
16:30 - 18:00 | MET-22
TMG, Landesa, ILC, FAO, ILRI,
UNEP, CI, Ambition Loop

hursday
27 August

FOOD SYSTEMS &
SOIL HEALTH DAY

@

Connecting Food and Soil
Health Breakthroughs:
Towards Shared Metrics
09:00 - 10:30 | MET-24
Ambition Loop / CA4SH /
Agroecology Coalition / UNEP /
WRI / IFAD / SBTi / TNFD / GIZ /
Governments (Kenya, Brazil)

00

Healthy Rangelands and
Grasslands ~ Essential to Meet
Global Food, Biodiversity, and

Climate Goals across the Rio Trio
10:30 - 12:00 | SE Room TBD
TNC

Food Systems and Soil Health
Thematic Day: High-Level
Ministerial Dialogue
13:00 ~ 15:00 | Action Dome

UNCCD

From Policy to the Ground:
Scaling Action for Healthy Soil
15:00 ~ 16:30 | MET-03 (CSO)

CA4SH

m Food Systems & Soil Health
Thematic Day: Closing Session
of the Thematic Days
17:30 - 19:00 | Action Dome
UNCCD

ADDITIONAL EVENTS / MSDs (DATES, TIMES & VENUES TBD)

« Global Methane Hub Project Event
« Drought & Water Resilience Coalition MSD

« Agriculture and Food Systoms Coalition MSD
« Urban-Rural Linkages Coalition MSD

Al events listed are
co-organized or co-led by the
Riyadh Action Agenda (RAA)
and partners.



Functions as the RAA community’s
one-stop hub: interactive and

intelligence interface into RAA Initiatives

?

progress (eventually towards Land & Soil
Breakthroughs).

Organized in 5 front-end sections to
enhance and connect the community:

Global Presence
Initiatives Directory
Land & Soil Ecosystem
Community Snapshot
Partners




Together, we can save our land and

protect our future.
RIYADH UNCCD
ACTION COP16
AGENDA Riyadh 2024

RiyadhActionAgenda.org



