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News from Mali and Switzerland - July 2026 
 
 
Editorial 
 
Dear Members, Dear Friends of KeneElouTe, 

As I look back on the past few weeks, one feeling stands out above all others: deep gratitude 
and great joy. 
 
In both Mali and Switzerland, many wonderful things have taken shape over the past months. 
The children have learned, created, recorded, read and developed new projects together. 
 
KeneElouTe has now been recognised as a Blue Community and is listed on the Solidarit'eau 
Suisse platform. This recognition strengthens the transparency of our work and highlights our 
water projects. 
Through this newsletter, we would like to share some of these special moments with you. We 
invite you to discover what the children have achieved. It is a great pleasure to share their 
stories with you. 
 
To everyone who supports our work – whether visibly or behind the scenes – I would like to 
express my heartfelt thanks. 
 
Annemarie Koch 
President, KeneElouTe 
 
MALI 
The École RadioChico Mali has recently received three new laptop computers. They are 
used for conducting radio interviews with the children, as well as for preparing teaching 
materials and documenting projects. 
 
SEEDS OF JOY 
Thanks to the generous support from Switzerland, 250 copies of the 
children's book Graines de Joie were printed in Mali. 
 
With great pride, the children held their own book in their hands for 
the very first time. They signed their books, read excerpts aloud and 
experienced the joy of seeing their own stories become a real book. 
 
It was a very special moment for them. They realised that their 
thoughts, experiences and dreams are valuable and can be shared 
with others. 
. 
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For many of the children, this is the first book they have ever owned, and often one of the 
very few books they possess. Their joy was even greater as they held their own stories in 
their hands, now printed in a real book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Book Continues Its Journey 
The joy of Graines de Joie reaches far beyond the walls of the École RadioChico Mali. 
Parents read the stories together with their children. One mother took her child's book into 
her hands and immediately began to read it – a deeply moving moment. 
The headteacher of a school in Kati was also impressed by the children's achievements. 
Several of his pupils also attend the École RadioChico Mali. He would now like to work 
together with Souleymane and encourage exchanges between the two schools. 
Interest in the École RadioChico Mali has grown significantly. We have therefore prepared a 
presentation of our school, giving an insight into our educational approach. It is now available 
on our website. 
The story of Graines de Joie continues. In addition to the original French edition, the book is 
now also available in German (Samen der Freude), English (Seeds of Joy) and Arabic (ــذور  ب
ـــرح  ,All editions have been carefully proofread and are ready for printing. Step by step .(الف
the children's stories will reach more and more readers around the world. 
 
 
Collaboration  
The headteacher of École Silo, Mr Dontan Traoré of the 
Bibliothèqu Humaniste, was impressed by the children's 
achievements. 
 
Several of his pupils also attend the École RadioChico Mali. 
 
He would now like to work together with Souleymane to 
strengthen the exchange between the two schools. 
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KAMBILA 
The school garden is flourishing.  
Thanks to the small retaining wall built on the suggestion of 
Peter Schärer, rainwater can now be directed safely away 
from the garden. 
A simple idea with a remarkable impact. 
 

During the upcoming 
school holidays, the 
garden in Kambila 
will remain full of life. 
Even now, 
Souleymane is 
preparing new 
garden beds, making 
compost and caring 
for the garden. This 
will allow the children to 
continue sowing, 
planting and 
harvesting together 

throughout the holidays. 
Family Mini Gardens 
The family mini gardens were created during the COVID-19 pandemic, at a time when many 
families were also affected by malaria. They proved to be very successful and remain an 
important part of our gardening project today. 
Because of the current situation, the children can no longer visit the school garden regularly. 
Over the past few months, Souleymane has therefore established additional mini gardens for 
the families. 
This enables the children to grow, care for and harvest vegetables at home. At the same 
time, they learn to take responsibility and share their knowledge with their families. 
Around their homes, they create small vegetable gardens using old tyres, pots and other 
containers. Everywhere, small spaces are being transformed into places where vegetables 
and herbs can grow. 
They sow, water and care for their gardens while taking responsibility. In this way, they learn 
about the natural cycle – from compost to harvest. 
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School Garden in the Dogon Country – Telly 
 

 
 
While the children in Kati care for their mini gardens at home, the children in Telly continue to 
look after their school garden together. 
 
Okra, maize and tomatoes are growing well. The fresh vegetables enrich the children's meals 
and show how responsibility, cooperation and hope can grow together. 
 
Not all of the children live in Telly. Many of them walk long distances every day to collect 
clean drinking water. By the end of the year, we plan to build additional wells in the 
surrounding villages so that even more children will have access to safe drinking water. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this way, the children discover how water, soil and working together bring new life. 
 
They proudly share the positive changes they have experienced. Their own harvests, the 
responsible use of water and working together in the garden strengthen both their health and 
their sense of responsibility. 
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SWITZERLAND 
 

Radio Project Weeks – Wankdorf 
 

 
 

 

Yamin Timo Frey 

During the project week at Wankdorf, we shared many inspiring experiences together. The 
children discovered new things, learned from one another and created unforgettable 
memories. 

For many of them – and for me as well – one of the highlights was the exchange with the 
children in Mali. Many of the children said that these encounters meant a great deal to them 
because they gained new insights and learned how children on the other side of the world 
live their daily lives. 

Throughout the week, the children's joy and curiosity were clearly visible. They worked 
together with great enthusiasm, supported one another and embraced new experiences with 
an open mind. This project week will remain a wonderful memory for the children – and for 
me – for a long time. 

 

 

Roland Schmied 

The pupils of the BEKUBE class, from Grades 1 to 6, spent May preparing for their live radio 
broadcasts in June. 

They produced radio features about their own personal projects. The topics ranged from 
computer games, books and music to mathematics, woodworking, T-shirt design and cooking 
recipes. 

Throughout the week, the programmes were presented and broadcast live. The exchanges 
between the children in Mali and Bern were especially enriching. 
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Martin Gygax 
It is always fascinating to see the ideas that pupils develop and how they turn them 
into real projects. At Wankdorf School in Bern, I had the pleasure of attending the 
audio recordings for a school radio project. 

Thanks to the excellent preparation by the teachers, many exciting radio 
programmes were created. The pupils then edited their own recordings on the 
computer, preparing them for broadcast. 

In June, the big moment finally arrived: during the School Radio Week, they 
presented and broadcast their own programmes live. 

Behind the Scenes 
To ensure that the live broadcasts ran smoothly, Walter Reinhard set up the entire 
radio system and looked after the technical equipment throughout the project week. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
14–21 September 2026: World Peace Week in Mali 

 
Preparations have already begun. With great enthusiasm 
and joy, the children are developing their first ideas for 
peace and are preparing this very special week together. 

This year, we are especially pleased that the children 
from Telly will also take part with their own contributions. 
Together, they send a message of peace, hope and "One with Another". 
 
 
Website 
On our website, you can listen to all the podcasts produced by the pupils during the Radio 
Project Weeks. 
There you can also discover the inspiring exchanges between the children in Mali and 
Switzerlan 
How wonderful to see what the children have created. We are delighted for them and 
share in their joy. 
 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
Your support has made it possible to bring so many projects to life. Without your help, we 
would not be where we are today. 
Please help us make our work better known – in Mali as well as in Switzerland. Tell others 
about KeneElouTe, share our news or support our work with a donation. 
Five new well sites are already prepared. With your support, we can take the next step so 
that even more children will gain access to safe drinking water, education and healthy food. 
 
Together, let hope grow. 
The KeneElouTe Team – Mali and Switzerland 
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Spendenmöglichkeit / Donation / Don 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QR- Code für E- Banking Link für Spenden via TWINT 

IBAN CH90 8080 8004 1218 0503 1 

Kene Elou Te 
Kistlerweg 10a 
3270 Aarberg 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Peter Schaerer
Text-Box
Link für Spenden via TWINT


