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Background

The world is facing interconnected crises of land degradation, desertification, biodiversity loss, water 
insecurity and climate change. These challenges are often addressed through separate institutions, 
policies and technical programmes. Yet they are all connected by one fundamental element:

Water.

Water links soils, forests, wetlands, rivers, groundwater, biodiversity and human societies into one 
living system. Without Soil moisture, no seed will germinate, without moisture in Air, no terrestrial 
animal can breathe. Water is both below the surface (aquifer) and above the surface (waterbodies, 
wetlands, river and rivulet. Water currents (ocean currents) maintain the global temperature, 
waterbodies emit oxygen to make air breathable, waterbodies are heat sinks to maintain the ambient 
temperature in the vicinity.

Healthy soils store water.
Healthy forests regulate rainfall.
Healthy wetlands filter and retain water.
Healthy aquifers sustain rivers during drought.
Healthy communities protect the landscapes on which they depend.

Conversely, degraded land accelerates runoff, reduces groundwater recharge, increases erosion, 
intensifies floods and droughts, weakens food systems and undermines human well-being.
The Blue Community Network believes that restoring land is ultimately about restoring the water cycle.
This is the foundation of a new concept that we propose for international dialogue:

Blue Landscapes

A Blue Landscape is a living landscape where water is allowed to infiltrate, recharge, circulate and 
sustain ecosystems and communities. It recognizes that healthy soils, forests, wetlands, rivers, 
aquifers and human settlements are not separate sectors but interconnected components of one 
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hydrological and social system. We need to understand that the planet was 1st Blue and then became 
Green. Without restoring Blue, there can be no Green either. Scientifically speaking, when the Blue 
imbalance is created, it leads to desertification. Thus Blue Landscapes is an essential concept for 
UNCCD COP17.

Every successful land restoration project is also a water restoration project.
Every restored watershed is a restored landscape.
Every healthy landscape becomes a Blue Landscape.

Why Blue Landscapes?

Land restoration is often presented as an engineering challenge.

Water management is often presented as a technical challenge.

Both perspectives are incomplete.

The Blue Community Network proposes that land and water should first be understood as living 
systems that sustain life, human dignity and ecological resilience.

Healthy landscapes create healthy water cycles. (UNSDG 1, 2, 3 & 6)

Healthy water cycles create resilient communities. (UNSDG 5, 8 & 10)

Blue Landscapes therefore reconnect land restoration with watershed restoration, groundwater 
recharge, biodiversity conservation and climate adaptation. (UNSDG 14 &15)

They also reconnect ecological restoration with democratic governance and public participation. 
(UNSDG 11 &17)

Blue Communities and Blue Landscapes

The Blue Community movement is built upon three commitments:
Water and sanitation are human rights.
Water services remain publicly owned and managed.
Communities phase out unnecessary bottled water while protecting local water sources.

Blue Landscapes extend these principles beyond communities into the ecosystems that sustain them.
Blue Communities protect public water governance.
Blue Landscapes protect the ecological foundations of water.
Blue Communities strengthen democratic institutions.
Blue Landscapes strengthen ecological resilience.
Blue Communities recognize water as a human right.
Blue Landscapes restore the natural systems that make this right possible.
Neither can exist without the other.
Healthy landscapes require engaged communities.
Healthy communities require healthy landscapes.
Together they create resilient societies.
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A Social and Political Vision of Restoration

The Blue Community Network believes that the global water crisis is not primarily a technical crisis.

It is a governance crisis.

This understanding is reflected in the work of many internationally recognized voices within the Blue 
Community movement.

Blue Community co-founder Maude Barlow, a Canadian author, public policy advocate, and one of 
the world's leading champions of water justice, played a pivotal role in advancing international 
recognition of the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation. She has long argued that water 
must be protected as part of the global commons and held in public trust for present and future 
generations. Her work has inspired communities and governments around the world to strengthen 
public water governance and resist the commodification of water.

Blue Community Ambassador Farhana Sultana is Professor of Geography and the Environment at 
Syracuse University (USA) and an internationally recognized scholar of political ecology, water 
governance, climate justice, and development studies. Her research demonstrates that water insecurity 
is shaped not only by hydrology or infrastructure but also by unequal power relations, social exclusion, 
and political decision-making. She argues that lasting solutions require addressing justice, 
participation, and democratic governance alongside technological innovation.

Their work reflects the core philosophy of the Blue Community movement: water and sanitation are 
first and foremost sources of life, fundamental human rights, and public responsibilities. Technology, 
finance, and management are essential tools, but they must serve the broader goals of ecological 
sustainability, social justice, and the common good.

If administration doesn’t recognise Water and Water infrastructure as ‘living ecosystem’ they are 
naturally leading towards categorizing Water as a commodity, which in itself demeans ‘Water as a 
fundamental human right’. If Water was simply H2O, why are we searching for it in every space 
exploration? Life is not possible without Water, the sooner we get our policies reflecting this fact, the 
better will be the sustainability for human race on this planet. 

Land degradation follows similar patterns. In fact, land degradation starts with Water degradation. The 
degradation of ecosystems is often accompanied by the degradation of public institutions, local 
participation and social equity.

Restoring landscapes therefore also means restoring governance.

Water Flows Along the Riverbeds of Power

Too often, water does not flow where human need is greatest.
Instead, it flows through the riverbeds carved by money and power.
Like rivers following channels shaped by the landscape, investments, infrastructure and political 
attention frequently follow existing patterns of wealth, influence and privilege.
Water reaches affluent neighbourhoods before informal settlements.
Large commercial interests are often prioritised over local communities.



***

4

Ecosystems receive attention only after they have been severely degraded.
This is not simply a hydrological reality. It is a political one.
If water and sanitation are truly human rights, then societies must reshape these riverbeds.
Public institutions should ensure that water flows first towards life, dignity, ecological restoration and 
social justice rather than simply towards economic returns.

Restoring the Water Cycle through Public Stewardship

The Blue Community Network proposes a dialogue exploring how democratic water governance can 
strengthen land restoration and climate resilience. Natural Water infrastructures are our biggest tool to 
combat desertification, climate change and global warming, provided we keep them in ‘Good Health’, 
which will only happen, when they are recognised as living ecologies.
Key discussion themes include:

 Blue Landscapes as a new framework for integrated land and water restoration

 Watershed restoration and groundwater recharge

 Water as a human right and public trust

 Nature-based solutions for drought resilience

 Indigenous and local knowledge

 Public participation in landscape governance

 Youth leadership in ecosystem restoration

 Cooperation among municipalities, public utilities, universities, civil society and governments

 Linking the Rio Conventions through integrated watershed approaches

The Blue Community Network seeks to contribute to COP17 by:

 introducing Blue Landscapes as a complementary framework for land restoration;
 strengthening cooperation between Blue Communities and land restoration initiatives;
 promoting watershed restoration as a central component of land degradation neutrality;
 encouraging public water governance within restoration policies;
 expanding youth participation in ecosystem restoration;
 supporting partnerships among municipalities, Indigenous Peoples, public utilities, universities 

and civil society;
 creating regional Blue Landscape Action Networks for watershed protection and groundwater 

recharge.

Beyond Conferences: Building Action Networks

The Blue Community Network believes that conferences initiate conversations.
Networks sustain transformation.
Land restoration requires continuous collaboration among governments, local authorities, researchers, 
Indigenous Peoples, schools, universities, utilities, youth organisations and civil society.
Blue Communities provide these long-term partnerships.
Blue Landscapes provide the ecological vision that unites them.
Together they transform isolated restoration projects into living systems of cooperation.
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COP17 offers an opportunity to rethink restoration. Not as the rehabilitation of degraded land alone. 
But as the regeneration of living landscapes connected by water.

The Blue Community Network invites governments, municipalities, Indigenous Peoples, civil society, 
public utilities, universities, youth organisations and international partners to join a global movement 
for Blue Landscapes and Blue Communities.

Let us restore soils that retain water.
Let us restore wetlands that regulate rivers.
Let us restore forests that generate rainfall.
Let us restore aquifers that sustain future generations.
Let us restore institutions that protect water as a commons.
Let us restore our Blue-Green Planet, as we don’t have another one.

And let us restore the understanding that water and sanitation are first and foremost sources of life 
and universally recognized human rights—not commodities to be managed for financial return.
Only then can we reverse land degradation, strengthen climate resilience and build a future where ecosystems 
and communities flourish together.

Healthy Landscapes. Healthy Waters. Healthy Communities.

Blue Landscapes for a Living Planet. Water for Life, Not for Profit.
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